
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.  questions submitted by Suzanne Kelly Feb 13:

This is a partial list of general grievances.  If you want more specific details as to times, dates, individuals denied access or hassled, I list some introductory sources to the problem as well. 

2.  two gates at site are perpetually locked, one leads to the Trump International former management office building; the other has been locked almost all of the time, except when Leyton Farm road was impassible (damaged by various construction vehicles working on the estate; the occupants of Leyton Farm had to go through the Trump parking lot for quite some time until a temporary gravel surface was put on Leyton Farm road).  This blocks access for people with bicycles or with mobility problems or the elderly. 

3.  Greens keepers have interfered with people trying to lawfully walk around / across the course.  Alicia Bruce was so alarmed by one such encounter, she called the police; it is documented (link below). 

4.  Gorse has recently been planted near the south of the course virtually on the path historically enjoyed by walkers.  It is causing some access issues now, but will over time be a difficult obstacle. 

5.  Security forces routinely stop people and ask them for identification, block their walking around, and have even insisted one long-term resident go to the clubhouse before being allowed to proceed. 

6.  the access formerly enjoyed by the Forbes family to the sea (Mr Forbes had been a salmon fisher) seems to be permanently locked - I do not understand how this was accomplished, if legally accomplished. 

7.  At one part of the course just south of the Blairton Burn, the area which a walker can use without walking on the greens is only a few metres wide at best.  It is dangerous to the less able-bodied walker who is trying to stay within the guidelines and keep of the greens. 

I think  that will give you a flavour of what residents and visitors are experiencing.  Here are some links (largely from pieces I wrote after first hand discussions with those whose access was hindered or who are being hassled by Trump private security) which will give some specific incidents:- 

a.  http://aberdeenvoice.com/2013/02/the-menie-estate-from-sssis-to-bluegrass-country/ - details of area near the Blairton burn; comments made by Sue Edwards about the gorse 

b. artist Alicia Bruce's encounter:  http://www.aliciabruce.co.uk/news/trump-security-duckrabbit-the-daily-mail/ 
  
c. anecdotes from Susan Munro and Robert Menlove, residents:   http://aberdeenvoice.com/2013/01/menie-estate-no-3-love-thy-neighbour-trump-style/ 
I will be on the estate Monday 4 March; it would be wonderful if you could also visit then. Whether or not you can get free that quickly, I do suggest strongly that you pay an unannounced visit and see what kind of reception you experience.  Many of the residents would be pleased to speak with you.  In any event, I am confident you will ensure that the access rights of residents and visitors will, going forward, not be impeded by Trump staff. 
Kind regards 
Suzanne Kelly



2.  Kevin Wright to me 26 March; sends form for residents to use to complain; form seems to imply they should contact Trump; Wright indicates the code is not straightforward; indicates he is working on solutions


Many thanks for your correspondence below that Matt kindly forwarded to me.
Although Matt is now in post as Outdoor Access Officer (North) given my
past involvement and knowledge of the Menie site I am to remain as the case
officer.

You are correct in pointing that I have not had contact with the residents
you list below.  Although we are aware of the general and specific concerns
regarding outdoor access at Menie and are in correspondence with Menie
residents I am not aware of any direct contact pertaining solely to access
concerns by the residents you note.  Should these residents like to
formally raise access concerns I would be glad to hear from them.  In the
first instance we request that members of the public complete an outdoor
access issue form.  For ease I have attached a copy below.  Please bear in
mind that a number of the issues you raise are not covered by the Land
Reform (Scotland) Act 2003; the Act refers to non-motorised access rights
only.

For now I am inclined to respectfully decline your offer to meet with
residents.  As noted above we are aware of a number of concerns relating to
outdoor access at Menie and are currently working to resolve the issues.
It is my preference to utilise my time achieving the formal concerns
already raised; I suspect these concerns are shared by the residents you
note in your email.  As I hope you will appreciate the provision of access
rights is not always clear and straight forward as much as we will continue
to seek acceptable access rights for the residents of Menie and general
visitors we also have to consider and balance the rights of the landowner
to undertake their business and manage their land.

On a positive note I would say thatt the land managers at Menie have
indicated the are keen to resolve concerns over public access and as such
we are working towards a solution that provides a satisfactory level of
access whilst taking into account the concerns of the land manager and
their land management activities.



